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The  Essence  of  Meeting  for  Worship 

The  shared  ministry  of  Dwight  and  Niyonu  Spann- 
Wilson  during  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  July 
18,  1980,  St.  Martin’s  College,  Lacey,  Washington. 

Niyonu’s  songs  accompanied  Dwight’s  text. 


“Spirit  of  God,  descend  upon  my  heart.  . . 

And  make  me  love  Thee  as  I ought  to  love.” 

To  deepen  the  sharing  of  my  beliefs  on  “The 
Essence  of  the  Meeting  for  Worship,”  I read  Howard 
Collier’s  “The  Quaker  Meeting,”  Thomas  Green’s 
“Preparation  for  Worship,”  Rufus  Jones’  “The  Dou- 
ble Search,”  Ross  Snyder’s  “The  Authentic  Life,” 
and  Douglas  Steere’s  “Friends  and  Worship.”  Part 
of  each  of  these  seekers  is  now  part  of  this  lecture 
and  of  my  being.  This  does  not  mean  that  what  I 
present  is  a copy.  It  does  mean  that  you  may  well 
be  able  to  isolate  a few  of  my  influences.  Others 
are  forever  lost.  In  truth,  most  of  the  quotes  are 
positions  at  which  I had  already  arrived  indepen- 
dently. Thus  Friends  would  do  well  to  avoid  the 
philosopher’s  love  of  analyzing  the  outward.  Let 
us  today  center  on  feeling  the  inward.  All  that  I 
shall  share  I own  as  mine,  and,  as  such,  it  is  on  this 
day  authentically  my  own. 

I have  not  concerned  myself  with  technique.  I do 
not  consider  technique  a part  of  worship’s  essence. 

If  you  personally  feel  a need  for  a more  polished 
technique,  many  others,  including  Collier,  Green 
and  Steere,  can  be  of  assistance.  My  own  technique 
is  simply  to  begin  with  verbal  prayer  for  others,  con- 
fession of  my  own  failures,  and  requests  for  strength. 
This  practice  melts,  in  turn,  to  basking  in  the  Light 
Within,  listening  to  the  Voice  Within  and  (on  pre- 
cious but  rare  occasions)  to  conversing  with  Truth 
Within. 

Unlike  a minority  of  contemporary  Friends,  I admit 
to  practicing  Christianity.  I would  like  to  call  my- 
self a Christian,  but  my  acts  are  not  always  Christ- 
like.  I realize  that  the  very  idea  of  Christianity  up- 
sets many  because  of  countless  unenlightened  ac- 
tions that  have  been  performed  by  self-alleged 
Christians.  For  those  who  disown  Christianity  for 


these  reasons,  I share  a story.  Once,  while  I was 
hospitalized,  a man  stole  my  billfold.  He  proceeded 
to  use  my  charge  plate  for  thousands  of  dollars  worth 
of  bills.  Additionally,  before  I discovered  the  loss, 
he  robbed  a bank  and  killed  two  people  in  an  un- 
successful getaway  attempt.  When  he  was  taken  into 
custody,  he  gave  as  his  name  Dwight  Lamont  Wilson. 
To  my  horror  I read  about  my  capers,  I should  say 
his  capers,  in  the  morning  newspaper.  Although  I 
tore  out  half  my  hair  in  embarrassment,  I’m  happy 
to  say  I had  the  good  sense  not  to  disown  my  name. 
After  all,  my  foreparents  never  disowned  Christ  be- 
cause people  calling  themselves  Christians  kept  us 
slaves  for  over  250  years. 

Those  Friends  who  don’t  consider  themselves 
Christian  Quakers  usually  consider  themselves  Hu- 
manist Quakers.  I admire  more  than  a few  of  these 
my  brothers  and  sisters.  I personally  am  not  strong 
enough  to  disown  Christianity  and  embrace  human- 
ism. Humanism  can  inspire  me  to  seek  justice  pas- 
sionately, but  when  I find  myself  confronted  with 
apathy,  thanklessness  and  open  hatred  from  the  very 
ones  for  whom  I sometimes  struggle,  only  the  lov- 
ing strength  that  flows  from  God  allows  me  to  con- 
tinue pressing  with  no  loss  of  diligence.  I concede 
that  I am  not  the  strongest  person  in  the  world,  but 
I have  faith  that  the  love  of  God  will  overcome  quite 
a few  of  my  frailties. 

“Where  do  I go  when  there’s  nobody  else  around 
around  me? 

Who  do  I turn  to  when  nobody  wants  to  listen? 

Who  do  I lean  on  when  there’s  no  foundation 
stable? 

I go  to  the  Rock. 

The  Rock  is  able . 

I go  to  the  rock.” 


(Continued  on  page  23) 
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A Time  for  Parables  and  Poetry  . . . 

In  the  mail  this  week,  lines  from  my  friend,  Sheri 
Cavallaro  who  lives  in  the  Sierras,  which  focused 
for  me  my  longings  for  return  which  rise  with  the 
turning  of  the  year,  fall  equinox:  “These  few  weeks 
when  summer  turns  over  and  fall  begins  always 
seem  tumultuous  to  me.  I practically  feel  the  earth 
groan  and  the  stars  quake  . . 

And  from  another  Friend  in  Winters,  California, 
whom  I don’t  know,  this  seasonal  poem  — 


If  I Praise  the  Wheat 

If  I praise  the  wheat, 

saying  its  green-gold  is  heaven-light, 

its  order  is  perfect,  — 

shall  I praise  the  combine? 

If  I praise  the  bread, 
eating  it  with  honey, 

I must  love  the  mill. 

Then,  neighbors, 
who  owns,  who  runs 
the  combine  that  harvests 
us? 

Who  grinds  the  mill? 

Whose  risen  bread 
are  we? 


To  what  use  is  our  life, 
so  golden,  so  spiky, 
so  perfectly  ordered, 
so  readily  levelled? 

Noel  Peattie 
Davis  Meeting 

This  issue  embraces  much:  Dwight  Spann-Wilson’s 
address  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  including 
his  wife  Niyonu’s  songs,  a parable  which  grew  from 
a child’s  verse  and  enlivened  a session  at  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  excerpts  from  the  minutes  of  Paci- 
fic and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings,  an  essay  on 
draft  leafletting,  and  the  AFSC  Board’s  Ad  Hoc  Com- 
mittee Report  on  AFSC/Friends  Concerns  — a multi- 
fold answer  to  the  poet’s  question,  “To  what  use  is 
our  life?” 


Shirley  Ruth 
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(The  Essence:  Cont.  from  cover) 

Humanism  is  for  me  the  height  of  philosophies, 
but  Quakerism  is  not  for  me  a philosophy.  Neither 
is  it  a religion.  I was  from  a tender  age  taught  to 
wash  my  hands  religiously  before  meals.  Cleanliness 
may  be  next  to  Godliness,  but  cleanliness  is  not  Qua- 
kerism. Quakerism  is  a way  of  life.  As  such  it  is  not 
divorced  in  any  way  from  the  social,  the  political, 
the  educational  et  al.  A Friend  with  a completely 
integrated  life  is  not  sophisticated  enough  to  depart- 
mentalize life.  Neither  can  that  Friend  withdraw 
into  a self-contained  world.  Ours  is  a corporate  way 
of  life,  a worshipfull  way  of  life.  Thomas  Green 
said,  “Our  Corporate  worship  will  languish  so  long 
as  the  sense  of  individual  responsibility  is  weak.” 

All  of  us  here  lack  love  for  languishing,  so  let’s, 
without  further  consideration,  go  to  the  Quaker’s 
central  corporate  responsibility,  meeting  for  worship. 

Meeting  for  Worship 

It  is  first  necessary  to  state  that  meeting  for  wor- 
ship is  not  an  end  in  itself.  It  is  preliminary  to  a 
social  purpose  which  is,  in  turn,  a means  to  the  ul- 
timate end:  producing  a reasonable  earthly  facsimile 
of  the  kingdom.  As  we  come  to  meeting  for  wor- 
ship, we  acknowledge  the  constant  need  to  unite 
with  God.  In  the  “Double  Search”  Rufus  Jones  ex- 
plains that  in  true  religion  God  searches  for  us  and 
we  search  for  God.  This  is  our  goal  at  all  times.  The 
major  difference  in  meeting  for  worship  is  the  fact 
that  we  search  corporately.  If,  on  our  part,  we  are 
mired  in  pretence,  stubborness,  selfishness  or  com- 
placency, we  can  never  achieve  the  goal  of  unity 
with  God.  Unity  with  God  is  what  gives  us  the  abil- 
ity to  transform  history  for  the  good. 

Ross  Snyder  affirms  that  our  need  is  God’s  self 
not  mere  ideas  or  divine  gifts.  When  we  pacify  our- 
selves with  anything  less  than  the  Divine  Essence, 
the  Source  of  Truth,  we  become  as  foolish  as  the 
music  lover  who  prefers  listening  to  a $5,000  stereo 
to  hearing  the  music  live.  Those  of  us  with  calcula- 
tors realize  that  such  a product  is  not  only  an  imi- 
tation but  also  more  expensive. 

When  we  arrive  at  meeting  for  worship,  we  should 
come  prepared.  Just  as  the  retired  executive  living 
on  what  once  was  a fertile  farm  cannot  hope  to  har- 
vest from  an  uncultivated  field,  and  the  once-a-month 
gardener  who  plants  the  cheapest  seed  cannot  hope 
to  harvest  the  best  hybrid  vegetables,  we  cannot 
hope  to  find  God  if  we  come  either  empty-handed 
or  with  short  sharings.  The  God  we  serve  knows 
only  100%;  even  our  99%%  won’t  do. 

Arriving  at  meeting  for  worship  prepared  implies 


many  things.  First,  it  implies  that  we  refuse  to  allow 
our  meeting  to  become  as  cold  as  some  once  rich 
meetings  have  now  become.  Their  coldness  is  often 
due  to  gathering  from  custom  rather  than  from  joy. 
Allow  me  to  use  a mundane  example  of  complacen- 
cy’s danger.  There  once  was  a baseball  player  who 
accepted  the  title  superstar.  He  felt  superstars  did 
not  need  to  prepare  for  the  season.  Thus  he  skipped 
spring  training  and  even  refused  to  exercise.  On  the 
same  team  was  a less  gifted  player  who  prepared  for 
the  season  as  though  his  life  depended  on  it.  When 
the  season  was  completed,  it  was  noticed  by  many 
that  the  superstar’s  achievements  had  been  oversha- 
dowed by  his  more  enthusiastic  team  mate.  If  pre- 
paration rewards  people  in  the  pursuit  of  games, 
how  much  more  will  preparation  reward  us  in  the 
pursuit  of  God?  Isn’t  God  worth  more  than  an  infi- 
nite number  of  games?  Yet  so  many  of  us  obtain 
more  joy  from  games  than  from  God.  Perhaps  we 
don’t  understand  that  preparation  for  meeting  is 
even  more  demanding  than  preparation  for  games. 
Meeting’s  preparation  also  implies  that  we  pay  atten- 
tion to  religious  education.  Thomas  Green  held  the 
position  that  those  demoninations  who  gave  the 
greatest  attention  to  religious  education  in  childhood 
would  maintain  the  greatest  numerical  strength.  As 
we  are  losing  three  of  every  four  children  born  into 
Quakerism,  we  certainly  make  no  claims  for  being 
adequately  concerned  in  this  area.  One  can  excuse 
a baby  who  doesn’t  understand  Einstein’s  theory,  or 
an  elephant  who  can’t  pirouette,  but  how  does  one 
excuse  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  for  negligence 
in  teaching?  In  a meeting  for  business  during  the 
1976  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  sessions,  over 
80%  of  the  attenders  answered  affirmatively  when 
asked  if  they  either  had  taught  or  were  currently 
teaching.  NEYM  is  not  exceptional  among  Friends. 
Thus  our  refusal  to  offer  systematic  instruction  in 
Friends’  ways  makes  a mockery  of  our  faith.  Surely 
we  don’t  believe  that,  like  breathing,  Quakerism 
comes  naturally.  Certainly  we  don’t  believe  that 
our  ways  are  internalized  by  the  osmosis  process. 
Could  it  be  that  our  neglect  of  Quaker  education 
is  a sympton  of  spiritual  anemia?  I’m  not  certain, 
but  if  the  problem  long  persists,  I shall  be.  Throw- 
ing a child  into  silent  meeting  without  first  sharing 
both  the  reason  for  one’s  own  worship  and  how  wor- 
ship is  accomplished  is  similar  to  throwing  a child 
into  a rushing  torrent  without  first  teaching  it  why 
and  how  to  swim.  There  are  thousands  of  theolo- 
gians, cardinals  and  bishops  who  would  drown  in 
the  very  waters  we  take  for  granted! 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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According  to  Rufus  Jones,  any  talk  of  preparation 
for  Quaker  meeting  for  worship  also  implies  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  Jesus  Christ  of  history. 
No  one  regards  more  than  I the  Universal  Christ  who 
predated  even  the  historical  Jesus,  but  I am  cautious 
not  to  do  so  at  the  expense  of  studying  the  witness 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  This  is  the  witness  that  has 
shown  me  more  than  any  other  what  it  means  to  be 
a whole  person.  Studying  the  Biblical  testimony 
concerning  Jesus  is  a matchless  aid  toward  my  meet- 
ing God  half-way  in  meeting  for  worship.  Thomas 
Green  read  the  signs  of  his  time  and  predicted  that 
Friends  would  see  a steady  deterioration  in  the  qual- 
ity of  worship  as  a result  of  our  neglect  of  the  Bible. 
Like  Fox,  I affirm  that  sometimes  I am  in  the  same 
Light  and  power  that  led  the  Bible  writers,  even 
Jesus  himself,  but  none  of  us  is  ever  so  virtuous  that 
we  can  afford  to  believe  we  are  our  own  light  and 
our  own  power  station.  The  lives  of  those  who  went 
before  us  are  not  completely  definitive  for  our  times, 
but  neither  are  they  totally  invalid  simply  because 
they  lived  in  another  age. 

There  is  a fourth  implication  to  preparation  for 
meeting  for  worship.  As  unpopular  as  it  may  be,  I 
must  consider  it.  The  word  sin  has  passed  out  of 
the  Quaker  vocabulary.  In  itself  this  is  no  sin!  But 
if  I am  right,  and  the  concept  of  sin  has  passed  out 
of  the  minds  of  many  Friends,  we  are  in  trouble. 

Sin,  for  me,  is  the  choosing  of  disobedience  to  the 
inwardly  revealed  will  of  God.  No  humane  society 
can  continue  growing  once  it  ceases  the  cherishing 
of  obedience  to  the  divine  call.  Sin  is  original  only 
in  that  it  originates  with  a single  living  person.  But 
sin  is  pervasive,  and  its  repercussions  are  many. 

Rufus  Jones  said,  “Sin  not  only  spoils  the  sinner’s 
life  and  drags  him  into  slavery.  It  separates  him  from 
God.  . . No  man  can  sin  in  a sin-tight  compartment.” 
The  sin  of  one  affects  many  who  are  innocent.  When 
1 refuse  to  share  a leading  in  meeting  for  worship 
someone  will  doubtlessly  miss  a gift  entrusted  to 
me  as  steward.  Since  God  has  no  one  but  us,  some 
healing  will  be  shut  out  of  the  world  because  of  my 
sin.  When  a President  refuses  to  obey  Jesus’  counsel, 
“Feed  my  sheep,”  millions  will  miss  a gift  entrusted 
to  the  President  as  steward.  Again  healing  is  shut 
out  of  the  world  because  of  sin.  As  sin  is  not  created 
in  a vacuum,  leadings  are  not  individual.  But,  quoting 
Rufus  once  more,  “There  is  no  deliverance  till  the 
soul  says,  T will  be  free’  and  God  and  man  tug  on 
the  same  side.”  Love  can  lift  us  from  sin. 


“I  was  sinking  deep  in  sin 
Far  from  the  peaceful  shore.  . . 

But  the  master  of  the  sea 
Heard  my  despairing  cry. 

From  the  waters  lifted  me, 

Now  safe  am  I. 

Love  lifted  me. 

When  nothing  else  could  help, 

Love  lifted  me.” 

What  of  the  subjects  of  our  gathering?  Our  meet- 
ing is,  in  Howard  Collier’s  mind,  “the  heart  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends.”  As  such,  it  deserves 
strengthening  agents  that  will  allow  it  to  beat  a more 
healthy  rhythm.  Remembering  both  that,  as  Thomas 
Green  said,  “the  worship  of  God  is  the  primary  pur- 
pose of  the  religious  life,”  and  that  the  adoration 
of  God  can  become  as  quicksand  if  the  feet  are  not 
placed  firmly  on  the  solid  rock  of  the  Universal 
Christ  in  action,  we  must  go  beyond  monastical 
contemplation.  I do  not  mean  to  imply  that  we 
choose  the  subject  of  meeting  for  worship  consider- 
ation. The  final  choice  should  always  come  from 
Christ.  The  subjects  suitable  for  contemplation  as 
aids  to  achieving  Communion  with  God  are  many. 
Biblical  quotes  and  stories  are  surely  much  higher 
up  the  list  than  one  would  be  led  to  believe  by  lis- 
tening to  the  average  meeting’s  vocal  ministry;  but 
they  are  joined  in  value  by  poetry,  nature,  music, 
interpersonal  relations  and  of  course,  prayer. 

Although  I myself  usually  begin  meeting  in  prayer, 
it  is  because  I feel  most  comfortable  with  this  method 
I do  not  suggest  that  it  is  a special  technique  or  for- 
mula guaranteed  to  lead  one  to  truth.  It  is  a central 
testimony  of  our  family  that  each  act  is  a prayer 
that  others  will  do  the  same.  Rufus  Jones  seemed 
to  unite  with  us  when  he  said,  “Prayer  ends  in  labor 
and  labor  ends  in  prayer.  But  it  is  not  a cry  for  mir- 
acle. It  is  an  inward  effort  at  co-operation.”  By 
beginning  in  prayer,  we  indicate  readiness  to  work 
for  the  desired  end.  On  one  hand,  our  God  parts 
no  seas.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may  not  be  asked 
to  walk  on  those  seas  either;  but  being  led  to  swim 
in  order  to  rescue  the  drowning  is  not  an  infrequent 
occurrence. 

Friends  have  known  another  type  of  prayer  that 
has  been  foreign  to  much  of  the  so-called  civilized 
world.  It  consists  not  of  the  familiar  flood  of  so 
many  words  that  we  can  prevent  ourselves  from 
hearing  God’s  answer,  but  of  listening  to  the  Voice 
Within.  Thomas  Green  affirms  that,  “Silence  in 
worship  is  an  affirmation  that  communion  with  God 
is  an  experience  which  transcends  limitations  of 
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speech.”  Words  are  symbols  of  reality,  but  in  the 
bold  act  of  suspending  the  use  of  symbols  Friends 
often  reach  the  literal  meaning  behind  the  figura- 
tive. Those  who  are  experienced  in  our  ways  can 
discern  the  difference  between  a living  silence  found 
in  a vital  meeting  for  worship  like  that  of  my  favor- 
ite meeting,  Friends  Center’s  Wednesday  morning 
meeting,  and  a gathering  of  Friends  who  may  be 
quieted  by  a conflict  that  they  refuse  to  face,  a con- 
tagious complacency  or  a host  of  other  silencing 
but  not  silent  agents. 

Listening  to  God  is  the  common  ground  that  makes 
a gathered  meeting  and  frequently  leads  to  vocal 
ministry.  No  part  of  meeting  for  worship  deserves 
more  tenderness  than  vocal  ministry.  No  part  of 
meeting  for  worship  is  more  abused.  I suggest  that 
the  offering  of  vocal  ministry  is  a subject  that  even 
goes  beyond  insuring  that  content  is  high.  For 
Friends,  vocal  ministry  must  first  be  revealed  from 
the  Source.  Of  course,  openings  from  the  Source 
are  always  marked  by  their  high  content,  but  the 
crucial  point  is  that  merely  sounding  weighty  is  not 
enough.  Thoughts  are  not  sufficiently  nutritious 
for  meeting  for  worship.  When  one  rises  and  begins 
by  saying,  “I  was  thinking,”  one  might  be  gently 
eldered  following  meeting  when  it  is  explained  that 
thinking  in  meeting  is  not  to  be  bragged  about. 

Those  who  share  thoughts  are  joined  in  this  area  of 
impropriety  by  another  group  of  usually  accepted 
Friends.  These  are  the  Friends  who  speak  about 
Christ  in  meeting.  Talking  about  Christ  is  honor- 
able, but  it  is  still  patently  inferior  to  talking  within 
Christ . Talking  within  Christ  is  actively  being  the 
agent  of  the  Word.  An  active  vocal  agent,  addition- 
ally, finds  the  self  eventually  an  active  working 
agent.'  When  talking  within  Christ  takes  place  in 
meeting  for  worship,  a sense  of  peace  sets  in.  This 
is  a part  of  the  peace  beyond  worldly  understanding. 
Sometimes  the  peace  is  almost  immediately  broken 
by  an  overzealous  Friend  who  has  forgotten  that 
each  meeting  offering  should  be  embraced  by  qui- 
etude. Sometimes  the  peace  is  accompanied  by  a 
profound  silence.  On  yet  other  occasions,  more  bea- 
utiful than  can  be  described  in  words,  there  is  build- 
ing on  the  vocal  ministry  by  one  or  more  support- 
ing ministries.  This  happening  is  the  closest  thing 
that  we  have  to  a “sign”  that  the  ministry  is  led. 
Otherwise  we  have  our  faith  that  we  have  been  led. 

I should  say  one  thing  further  concerning  vocal  min- 
istry. Vocal  ministry  that  gives  the  essence  of  the 
revelation  is  of  much  greater  value  than  that  which 
attempts  to  completely  cover  a subject  as  though 


it  were  a doctoral  thesis. 

What  is  the  reward  for  such  an  all-encompassing 
form  of  worship?  As  human  a question  as  this  is,  it 
is  also  improper.  (Forgive  me  for  a moment  while 
I choose  to  be  more  human  than  proper.)  I affirm 
with  Howard  Collier  that  for  the  committed,  “the 
life  of  the  spirit  brings  its  own  reward.”  There  are 
also  rewards  for  a much  greater  number.  Rather 
than  take  time  to  consider  those  today,  I refer  you 
to  my  lecture,  “The  Roots  and  Fruits  of  Quaker- 
ism.” 

“Open  my  eyes  that  I may  see 
Glimpses  of  Truth  Thou  has  for  me.  . . 
Silently  now  I wait  for  Thee, 

Ready,  my  God,  Thy  will  to  see. 

Open  my  eyes.  Illumine  me, 

Spirit  Divine.” 


The  Social  Purpose 

Earlier  I stated  that  meeting  for  worship  was  a 
means  to  a social  purpose.  This  social  purpose  is 
two-tiered  and  neither  tier  is  to  socialize.  The  first 
tier  is  to  find  personal  authenticity.  The  second  is 
to  build  community.  The  final  part  of  this  address 
shall  consider  each  tier  in  turn. 

Rufus  Jones  said,  “A  tree  is  largely  transformed 
sunlight.”  I’d  like  to  go  further  and  declare  that  a 
human  is  largely  transformed  God-Light.  Humanity, 
unlike  one’s  sex,  is  not  a given.  It  is  not  even  a pro- 
duct of  emotional  maturity  as  is  adulthood.  Human- 
ity is  earned  through  actively  seeking  and  following 
the  will  of  God  as  it  is  inwardly  revealed.  To  be 
human  is  to  be  authentic.  Authenticity  is  not  an 
inner  condition.  It  is  a way  of  interacting  with  God 
within  current  history.  Being  authentic  is  not  being 
controlled  by  whatever  may  be  the  environment’s 
strongest  force.  Many  modern  Friends  married  to 
being  seen  perpetually  as  liberals  are  as  guilty  of 
this  fault  as  are  conservative  Biblical  fundamentalists 
and  the  moderates  who  try  to  strike  between  the 
two  extremes  a human-centered  balance.  Being  au- 
thentic is  also  not  the  pretentious  life  of  the  one 
who  acts  as  (s)he  thinks  (s)he  should.  It  is  also  not 
being  defensive,  being  divided  between  verbaliza- 
tions and  actualizations,  nor  being  inwardly  empty. 

The  authentic  person  lives  in  the  life  and  power 
of  God’s  teachings.  The  authentic  do  not  always 
speak  to  God  nor  do  they  always  listen  for  God. 

With  God  they  reshape  history  and  thus  live  life  in 
conversation  with  God.  The  authentic  act  in  the 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


PAGE  26  - OCTOBER,  1980 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(The  Essence:  Cont.  from  page  25) 

Light  and,  no  matter  how  much  attacked,  see  no 
reason  to  defend  actions.  Inner  integrity  (not  de- 
bate tactics  or  political  strategies)  is  authenticity’s 
justification.  The  authentic  life  has  harmonious  in- 
tegration between  words  and  actions.  It  is  every- 
where filled  with  the  Light  of  Christ.  Not  a state  of 
being,  it  is  a process  continually  evolving  to  higher 
levels  in  spite  of  enduring  many  inevitable  setbacks. 
The  authentic  person  recognizes  no  permanent  vic- 
tory, no  permanent  defeat.  Life  is  a constant  strug- 
gle, but  it  is  a joy-filled  struggle. 

In  this  age  of  individualism  I must  caution  that 
authenticity  demands  more  than  merely  being  true 
to  oneself.  Doing  one’s  own  thing,  ironically,  is  not 
authentic.  No  person  is  the  measure  of  humanity. 

As  a Christian  I believe  that  the  historic  Jesus’  life 
is  the  most  authentic  measure  Friends  have.  As  a 
brother  of  Jesus  and  child  of  God  I believe  that 
when  I walk  in  the  Light,  I,  too,  am  authentic.  My 
daily  prayer  is  that  I can  lengthen  my  periods  of 
Light-walking. 

In  spite  of  the  authentic  life’s  rejection  of  indivi- 
dualism, it  does  not  call  for  murdering  the  self  to 
live  as  an  extension  of  God.  God  can  live  both  with- 
in the  person  and  the  person’s  actions,  but  the  per- 
son cannot  become  the  divine.  To  be  divine  is  to 
be  wholly  other  and  above  the  human.  We  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  own  lives;  not  to  program  them 
but  to  be  co-initiators  with  God.  Thus  the  authen- 
tic can  say  with  God,  I am  who  lam.  lam  respon- 
sible for  what  I do. 

Ross  Snyder  has  declared  that,  “Authentic  exis- 
tence always  has  a certain  amount  of  wildness,  is 
rough  and  unfinished  in  its  expression.”  I realize 
that  many  Friends  are  uncomfortable  with  this  idea, 
but  I unite  with  Ross.  Anyone  who  is  always  polish- 
ed is  sometimes  fraudulent.  I don’t  mean  to  appear 
unkind,  but  life  is  to  be  emotional  as  well  as  cere- 
bral. Human  emotions,  unlike  computer  programs, 
should  at  times  be  unpredictable.  Certainly  consis- 
tency is  a desirable  trait,  and  consistent  control  is 
superior  to  consistent  chaos,  but  consistency  at  the 
expense  of  spontaneity  rules  out  the  occasional  mo- 
ments of  unrestrained  joy  and  sorrow.  The  authen- 
tic refuse  to  pay  the  terrible  price  of  this  Puritani- 
cal compromise.  The  lure  of  the  consistency  com- 
promise is  that  it  allows  one  to  enjoy  the  airy  life 
of  the  plateau.  The  price  is  that  it  keeps  one  both 
from  the  hellish  valleys  and  the  heavenly  peaks. 

If  our  life’s  foundation  is  logic  it  can  be  no  more 
than  a mental  citadel.  A life  based  on  experience 
with  God  is  a life  that  is  solidly  built.  It  is  a realized 


life  rather  than  a studied  life,  an  authentic  life  rather 
than  a shadow  life.  Thomas  Green  feared  that 
“future  historians  will  discern  at  least  a tendency 
in  the  thinking  of  many  [Friends]  to  replace  reli- 
gion with  ethics.”  In  spite  of  our  horror  concern- 
ing the  apparent  decline  in  Western  ethics,  those 
seeking  authenticity  do  well  not  to  join  the  rush  to 
transform  the  faith  of  our  foreparents  into  a mere 
system  of  situational  responses.  Although  Friends 
rarely  put  their  mental  systems  into  print,  the  fact 
is  not  camouflaged  that  many  avant  garde  Friends 
have  grown  as  rigidly  dogmatic  as  are  our  more  fun- 
damentalist neighbors.  God  is  free-flowing,  reveal- 
ing additional  truth  daily.  Even  our  own  most  cher- 
ished beliefs  may  be  outdated  one  day  — or 
yesterday. 

If  my  declaring  that  God  is  free -flowing  makes 
you  believe  that  I have  implied  that  God  is  change- 
able, you  are  right.  A changeless,  unresponsive, 
mountain-top  dictator  would  hardly  be  able  to  ac- 
cept the  fact  that  our  spiritual  lives  ebb  and  flow, 
even,  no,  especially , when  we  are  trying  to  be  authen- 
tic. “New  creation,”  says  Ross  Snyder,  “happens 
many  times  in  our  lives  — if  only  we  let  God  be  God 
in  the  depths  of  our  being.”  I feel  that  in  accepting 
Snyder’s  words,  we  become  guilty  of  believing  in 
one  Lord,  one  faith  and  many  baptisms.  The  bap- 
tism of  which  I speak  is  the  one  that  immerses  us 
in  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  is  authentic  to  acknowledge 
that  each  of  us  experiences  dry  spells,  but  with  each 
new  period  of  moisture,  we  have  a fresh  baptism  of 
the  Spirit.  Even  the  authentic  have  severe  limitations 
that  are  only  overcome  with  the  help  of  God’s  love. 

I would  like  to  share  one  last  point  on  authenti- 
city. The  authentic  life  is  an  honest  life.  It  calls 
us  to  speak  truth  not  only  to  power  but  also  to 
each  other.  Avoiding  conflicts,  secretly  trying  one 
another  for  deeds  not  confronted,  and  smiling  out- 
wardly while  seething  inwardly  — are  all  inauthentic 
acts. 

Finally  we  come  to  our  ultimate  goal  of  commun- 
ity building.  In  spite  of  my  weeping  over  what  some- 
times seems  a Society  of  Acquaintances  rather  than 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  here  I am  not  re- 
ferring only  to  the  community  of  Friends  but  to 
the  community  of  God.  This  is  the  perfect  com- 
munity for  which  we  work  knowing  all  the  while 
that  only  the  Universal  Christ  can  bring  it.  As  we 
work  for  this  community,  we  do  well  to  nurture  a 
sense  of  humor.  The  person  who  looks  constantly 
into  the  sun  becomes  blinded.  The  one  who  is  guided 
by  the  Light  sees  both  the  way  and  the  humor  in  oc- 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


OCTOBER,  1980  - PAGE  27 


casionally  appearing  a little  child-like.  One  of  the 
truths  implied  in  Jesus’  words  of  Matthew  18:3, 
“Except  you  be  converted  and  become  as  little 
children,”  is  that  unless  we  are  willing  to  fall  with- 
out embarrassment  while  exploring  new  heights, 
unless  we  are  willing  not  to  take  ourselves  too  seri- 
ously, we  cannot  come  to  real  maturity.  Without 
our  own  maturity  God’s  community  cannot  be 
birthed. 

Thomas  Green  believes  our  failure  in  both  adding 
to  our  number  and  in  bringing  more  justice  into  the 
world  is  more  than  anything  else  “due  to  the  spiri- 
tual mediocrity  of  which  most  of  us  are  guilty.” 

We  are  deepened  in  meeting  for  worship  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deepening  the  lives  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters.  Dive  deeper,  Friends,  for  the  water  at 
the  spiritual  bottom  is  sweet  enough  for  the  might- 
iest thirst.  Don’t  be  misled  into  thinking  that  the 
prevalence  of  so  many  religious  water  allegories, 
metaphors  and  parables  marks  a certain  impotency. 
Don’t  “water  down”  the  faith.  Always  seek  to  give 
it  more  body  through  being  open  to  enrichment. 

One  of  the  most  enriching  ingredients  of  modern 
Quakerism  is  the  great  diversity  of  thought.  There 
are  many  views  of  the  same  mountain.  But  even  as 
I affirm  the  existence  of  many  valid  understandings, 

I warn  against  too  much  tolerance.  Our  tolerance 
has  at  times  deteriorated  into  a religious  skepticism 
that  weakens  us.  I must  here  admit  that  for  me  tol- 
erance has  always  been  an  unsavoury  word.  I feel 
that  it  lacks  salt,  because  I desire  that  no  one  toler- 
ate me  or  even  accept  me.  I prefer  that  others  re- 
late to  or  respect  me.  Yet  I belong  to  a people  who 
lately  consider  nearly  all  forms  of  tolerance  virtuous. 
Even  if  I were  to  concede  the  possibility  of  such  a 
high  form  of  toleration,  I would  continue  to  refuse 
its  existence  among  so  many  who  are  afraid  of  voic- 
ing their  own  beliefs  because  they  fear  such  sharing 
would  offend  partners  in  seeking.  Thus  a silent  mi- 
nority or  perhaps  majority  (who  among  us  really 
knows?)  live  in  a state  of  quiet  and  violent,  self- 
imposed  tyranny.  They  do  this,  I suppose,  because 
they  hope  for  an  imaginary  peace.  Peace  is  not  the 
absence  of  war  or  conflict.  It  is  the  presence  of  love 
and  trust. 

“You  who  were  once  far  away 
Have  been  brought  near  by  the  love  of  Christ, 
For  He  is  our  Peace.  . . 

And  you  are  no  longer  strangers. 

You  are  no  longer  without  friends. 

We  are  fellow  members  of  God’s  household. 
Here  is  our  Peace.” 


I want  to  know  each  and  every  Friend  with  whom 
I have  contact.  Not  so  much  because  time  limits  us, 
but  more  because  invisible  walls  restrain  us,  I have 
discovered  that  knowing  another  is  not  easy.  To  be 
more  explicit.  . . one  can  know  all  about  me,  my 
family  history,  my  educational  history,  my  profes- 
sional history,  even  my  sexual  history.  Still  I am 
not  known  until  all  within  me  is  known.  I can  count 
the  times  on  one  hand  when  a self  was  revealed  in 
one  of  our  recent  gatherings.  Why  are  we  so  fearful 
of  letting  one  another  in?  Could  it  be  that  we  who 
refuse  to  use  our  meeting  houses  as  sanctuaries  have 
secretly  built  impregnable  inner  sanctuaries?  Privacy 
is  not  to  be  abhorred  but  neither  should  it  be  guarded 
to  the  point  that  we  live  as  spiritual  strangers  to  our 
partners  in  the  search.  In  fact,  it  is  a sad  truth  that 
many  of  us  are  spiritual  strangers  even  to  our  marri- 
age partners  and  our  children. 

I beg  you,  Friend  to  Friend,  to  begin  changing  this 
sad  state  of  affairs  by  deepening  meeting  for  wor- 
ship. There  is  a whole  world  outside  these  walls.  It 
is  crying  both  for  material  and  spiritual  food.  It  is 
in  need  both  of  our  outer  and  our  inner  selves.  If 
I am  right  and  we  have,  somehow,  left  the  paths 
blazed  by  our  spiritual  foreparents  when  first  they 
challenged  their  world’s  form  of  worship,  we  have 
no  need  to  be  discouraged.  Rare  is  the  child  who 
reaches  its  destination  when  first  it  dares  to  walk. 


Children  at  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  1980 


PAGE  28  - OCTOBER,  1980 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Parable  of  the  Elf 

Paul  Niebanck  and  Earle  Reynolds 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

1 met  a little  Elf-man  once, 

Down  where  the  lilies  blow. 

I asked  him  why  he  was  so  small, 

And  why  he  didn’t  grow. 

He  slightly  frowned,  and  with  his  eye 
He  looked  me  through  and  through. 

“I’m  just  as  big  for  me,  said  he, 

“As  you  are  big  for  you.” 

John  Kendrick  Bangs  1 

My  father  sang  that  song  to  me  when  I was  a 
small  boy.  Then,  for  many  years,  I forgot  (or  sup- 
pressed) it,  having  learned  a perversion  of  the  ad- 
monition to  put  away  childish  things.  It  was  com- 
mon for  boys  of  my  generation,  and  it  was  charac- 
teristic of  the  society  as  well. 

But  I did  not  forget  the  elf  itself.  As  a matter  of 
fact,  the  elf  served  as  the  focus  for  much  of  my 
energy  and  life’s  commitment.  I wanted  to  do  the 
very  best  I could  to  help  that  elf. 

First,  I tried  to  convince  myself  that  the  elf  was 
not  really  an  elf  at  all,  that  he  could  really  grow  up 
to  be  as  big  as  I if  he  chose,  and  that  it  was  my  pur- 
pose to  show  him  the  value  of  being  bigger,  and  to 
help  him  achieve  his  full  potential. 

That  didn’t  work  too  well,  as  you  might  imagine, 
so  I decided  that  I had  to  understand  him  better, 
get  at  the  root  of  his  difficulty.  Perhaps  his  crib 
had  been  a Procrustian  Bed,  or  maybe  he  was  shocked 
in  early  childhood  (as  in  the  movie,  “The  Tin  Drum,”) 


into  being  or  becoming  a permanent  and  unnatural 
dwarf. 

Well,  my  analysis  got  me  nowhere.  But  I had  to 
do  something,  rather  than  sitting  idly  by,  so  I set 
out  to  pluck  the  lilies  and  drain  the  pond,  figuring 
that  it  was  the  elf  s environment  that  was  causing 
the  trouble. 

He  got  a little  mad  at  this  point,  so  I switched  my 
attention  to  things  that  might  give  him  a better 
chance  to  grow,  compensatory  devices  of  one  kind 
or  another.  Trying  to  stretch  him  would  do  no  good, 
but  at  least  he  could  be  provided  with  the  best  vita- 
mins and  growth  hormones,  complementing  his  treat- 
ment with  the  withdrawal  of  nourishment  from  his 
taller  competitors. 

He  took  the  pills;  he  was  nice  about  things  like 
that.  But  he  stayed  an  elf.  So  I decided  that  I’d  just 
have  to  define  him  as  equal,  even  though  he  would 
remain  small.  And  he  could  be  helped  to  act  equally, 
or  appear  equal,  if  we  could  provide  him  with  the 
right  aids.  Adler  elevator  shoes  would  help,  and  the 
kind  of  podium  that  President  Nixon  used  to  use. 

I might  even  fabricate  a small  car  and  other  contrap- 
tions that  would  not  contain  a larger  person  and 
would  thereby  show  that  there  were  things  the  elf 
could  do  that  the  rest  of  us  could  not. 

No  luck.  The  elf  didn’t  wear  shoes,. and  he  didn’t 
like  riding  in  cars. 

I guess  other  things  could  have  been  done,  and  I 
did  try  to  think  of  ways  of  influencing  the  future  so 
that  other  elves  wouldn’t  have  to  suffer  the  same 
plight.  Genetic  research  might  have  helped,  and 
surely  a rigorous  program  of  selective  population  con- 
trol would  have  made  a difference. 

But,  by  this  time  I was  middle-aged,  and  a little 
tired  of  all  this  activity,  especially  since  it  was  so 
fruitless.  So  I backed  off  a bit.  As  I did,  lo  and 
behold  I began  to  see  that  I had  not  taken  the  elfs 
own  sense  of  things  into  account  at  all,  that  I had 
become  stuck  on  the  first  part  of  the  song  — my 
question  to  him  — at  the  expense  of  the  second 
part  — his  answer. 

As  I listened  more  fully,  I saw  that  he  was  basi- 
cally quite  content  with  his  elf-ness,  and  I shivered 
to  think  that  he  might  have  written  a funny  song 
about  me!  He  would  have  saved  me  a lot  of  trouble 
if  he  had,  I thought,  but  it  would  have  been  embar- 
rasing,  so  I was  glad  that  he  hadn’t. 

Another  thing  that  I saw  was  that  it  was  only  by 
comparison  with  him  that  I knew  how  “tall”  I was, 
that  I needed  him  to  help  me  gain  a sense  of  my- 
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self.  He  was  a gift  to  me,  in  that  sense. 

On  top  of  that,  I began  to  see  that  he  had  been 
speaking  from  a place  of  peace  and  self-acceptance 
that  I had  never  before  touched.  Mine  were  super- 
ficial advantages,  self-deceptions,  whereas  his  was 
the  voice  of  deep  understanding. 

And,  I even  saw  that  the  elf  and  I could  become 
friends.  He  had  been  awfully  patient  with  me 
throughout  my  struggle  towards  consciousness,  and 
in  the  end  he  harbored  no  resentment.  He  was  ready 
to  share  with  me  in  joy  and  common  effort. 

I came,  in  fact,  to  see  him  as  a representative  of 
God,  that  his  was  the  structure  of  God,  and  that  his 
structure  mirrored  my  own. 

God,  forgive  me  for  my  arrogance,  for  my  pre- 
sumptions, for  my  pretensions,  for  my  blindness. 
Take  from  me  the  weight  of  guilt  for  having  judged 
the  situation,  analyzed  it  from  my  limited  frame  of 
reference,  and  used  my  privilege  to  manipulate  it. 
Teach  me  to  accept  the  shape  of  what  I encounter, 
to  learn  from  it  who  I am,  to  appreciate  life  in  the 
terms  of  its  Creator,  and  to  find  communion  with 
that  life.  Teach  me  to  listen  to  the  whole  message, 
and  to  mind  my  own  business. 

Paul  Niebanck 

I know  old  Sam  — Sam  the  Elf,  that  is.  I know 
him  very  well.  You  see,  we’re  near  neighbors  and 
share  the  same  mail  box.  I often  see  postcards  in 
the  box  addressed  to  Sam  (only  postcards  — elves 
won’t  accept  full-sized  letters,  so  if  you  want  to 
write  an  elf,  remember  this). 

Anyway,  some  years  ago  I noticed  that  Sam  was 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  an  inflated  ego.  First, 
he  changed  the  spelling  of  his  name  from  E-l-f,  to 
E-l-p-h.  Shortly  after  that,  he  changed  his  first  name 
from  Sam  to  Sigmund,  and  then  he  gave  himself  a 
title.  Postcards  started  coming  in  addressed  to  Dr. 
Sigmund  Elph. 

But  lately  Sam  has  shifted  back  in  the  direction 
of  simplicity.  He  has  dropped  the  “Dr.”,  retrieved 
the  “f  ’ in  Elf,  and  gone  back  to  being  good  old 
Sam. 

And  yesterday  I noticed  a postcard  in  the  box 
which  went  even  a bit  further.  It  wasn’t  addressed 
to  Sam  Elf,  but  simply 

S.  Elf 

Yes,  I know  good  old  Sam  Elf  very  well. 

Earle  Reynolds 

1 St.  Nicholas  Book  of  Verse,  eds.  Mary  Budd 
Skinner  and  Joseph  Osman  Skinner 


Summary  of  Minutes 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

The  34th  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Craig  Hall, 
Chico,  California,  from  August  4-9,  1980.  (Com- 
plete copies  of  Minutes  and  Addenda  are  available 
through  Clerks  of  Meetings  and  Representatives.) 

1980-1  Meeting  approved  the  nomination 
and  appointment  of  Paul  Niebanck 
as  co-recording  clerk. 

-2  Logan  Monthly  Meeting’s  request  to 
be  released  from  our  Yearly  Meeting 
to  join  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  was  approved. 

-3  Meeting  approved  the  nomination 
of  John  Fitz  as  Reading  Clerk  for 
the  1980  sessions. 

-4  Meeting  approved  Peter  Nutting, 

Lowell  Tozer,  and  Jeanne  Lohmann 
to  serve  on  the  Epistle  Committee. 

-5  Richard  Sanders,  Recording  Clerk  of 
Representative  Committee,  read  the 
following  statement  on  behalf  of  PYM  to  be  used 
in  leafletting  during  the  Hiroshima  Day  Peace  Vigil 
in  downtown  Chico: 

Let  Us  Not  Forget 

We  stand  here  in  silent  prayer  as  a mem- 
orial to  the  hundreds  of  thousands  des- 
troyed and  maimed  in  the  A-bomb  blasts 
August  6,  1945,  in  Hiroshima  and  August 
9,  1945,  in  Nagasaki. 

We  pledge  all  our  efforts  to  a search  for 
peace.  We  believe  Hiroshima’s  disaster 
is  an  awesome  glimpse  at  the  all-too- 
possible  future  — not  only  of  what  may 
happen  to  our  country,  but  to  all 
humanity . 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends 

-6  Virginia  Croninger,  Clerk  of  Finance 
Committee,  reported  recent  actions 
by  Representative  Committee  to  increase  the  bud- 
gets for  the  Discipline  Committee,  the  Peace  Com- 
mittee, the  Registrar,  and  the  Secretariat. 

-7  Virginia  Croninger  reviewed  the  cri- 
teria which  has  been  developed  by  the 
Finance  Committee  regarding  contributions  to  other 
Friends’  organizations.  The  following  authoriza- 
tions have  been  made  by  Representative  Committee 
for  1980: 


(Continued  on  page  30) 
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(PYM  Minutes:  Cont.  from  page  29) 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

$500 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 

$1,000 

Quaker  Office  at  the  United  Nations  $300 

William  Penn  House,  Washington,  D.C. 

$200 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  $400 
(half  to  Pasadena  and  half  to  San  Francisco) 

New  Call  to  Peacemaking  $250 

Friends  are  asked  to  offer  their  suggestions  on  allo- 
cations for  Fiscal  Year  1981  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Criteria  are: 

1 . National  groups  which  rely  on  Yearly  Meet- 
ings for  contributions  should  be  supported. 

2.  A onetime  gift  should  not  mean  continuing 
support. 

3.  Friends  groups  which  are  under  the  care  of  a 
Monthly  or  Quarterly  Meeting  should  look  there 
for  their  support. 

4.  A Friends  group  should  serve  the  entire  Year- 
ly Meeting,  not  only  California. 

5.  Gifts  should  be  substantial,  not  token. 

6.  Proposals  for  contributions  to  a particular 
Friends  organization  should  be  advocated  over  a 


period  of  time,  rather  than  spontaneously  made 
during  PYM  Plenary  Session. 

7.  The  organization  should  respond  to  corre- 
spondence. 

-8  Appreciation  was  offered  Virginia 

Croninger  for  her  three  years  of  able 
leadership  of  Finance  Committee  and  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  for  working  patiently  through 
this  difficult  challenge. 

-9  Martha  Dart,  Clerk  of  Ministry  and 
Oversight,  reviewed  the  status  of  the 
Fund  for  Concern  which  was  established  by  PYM 
last  year  and  to  which  individuals  and  Meetings  are 
invited  to  contribute.  Thus  far,  two  concerns  have 
been  supported: 

*Snow  Mountain’s  and  Darryl  Bluhm’s  concern 
to  work  in  the  Los  Ninos  ministry  to  orphans  in 
Tiajuana,  sponsored  by  the  Hayward  Area 
Meeting,  and 

* Lonnie  Valentine’s  concern  to  travel  to  express 
his  witness  on  war  tax  resistance,  sponsored  by 
Orange  County  Meeting. 

-10  Ferner  Nuhn  reported  for  the  Faith 
and  Life  Panel,  which  was  formed  a 
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decade  ago  to  study  points  at  issue  among  American 
Friends,  and  which  has  now  completed  its  work. 
Three  books  have  been  published  as  a result  of  the 
panel’s  work,  and  two  more  are  being  prepared  for 
publication.  They  are  titled:  Quaker  Understand- 
ing of  Christ  and  Authority,  Quaker  Worship  in 
North  America,  and  The  Church  in  Quaker  Thought 
and  Practice. 

-1 1 Van  Ernst  presented  a report  on 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation. The  Committee  will  sponsor  travel  by 
Elizabeth  and  George  Watson,  beginning  in  Janu- 
ary, 1981 . And  Ben  Seaver,  PYM,  and  Arthur 
Roberts  of  George  Fox  College  will  travel  this  Sep- 
tember in  Oregon  and  Northern  California. 

Madge  and  Ben  Seaver  travelled  to 
fifty-five  Meetings  in  their  ministry  as  Brinton  Visi- 
tors this  past  year.  The  state-of-society  reports  are 
testimony  to  the  value  of  their  presence. 

-12  Joan  Fasken  reported  for  the  Brinton 
Visitor  Committee  the  hope  that 
Elvie  Saari,  Finnish  educator  and  peace  worker, 
may  be  available  to  travel  as  a Brinton  Visitor  in 
1981.  Joan  thanked  the  Seavers  for  their  worth- 
while service. 

-13  Yearly  Meeting  Session  VII:  Worship- 
August  6, 1980 

Meditation  on  a Flame 

I hold  yoq  in  my  hand  harmlessly 
Your  wind  dance  does  not  consume  me 

Red  wax  bleeds  upon  this  page 
The  living  torches  scream  in  Nagasaki 

In  every  cloud  death  moves 
soundlessly  over  the  world 

It  is  our  fault 

It  is  our  fault 

It  is  our  most  grievous  fault 
Shirley  Ruth 

Memorial  Day  Vigil  for  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki,  Chico 

-14  Representative  Committee  approved 

the  following  persons  to  the  Nom- 
inating Committee,  class  of  1983:  Margaret  Moss- 
man,  David  Noble,  and  Jeanette  Norton.  Susanna 
Calderon  will  serve  as  Clerk. 

-15  The  Site  Committee  has  agreed  to 

put  a tentative  hold  on  Craig  Hall, 
Chico,  for  1981 , and  will  meet  within  six  weeks  to 
consider  other  sites  and  dates.  They  will  report  to 
Representative  Committee  in  March. 


-16  The  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee  was  approved. 

-17  Virginia  Croninger,  Clerk,  Finance  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  Proposed  Bud- 
get for  1981  which  calls  for  an  increase  of  one  dol- 
lar in  sharing  (assessment  per  member)  from  $13.50 
in  1980  to  $14.50  in  1981.  The  budget  was 
approved. 

-18  Meeting  approved  a special  travel  re- 
serve fund  from  unexpended  com- 
mittee funds  to  insure  the  availability  of  supplemen- 
tal travel  reimbursement  for  those  committee  mem- 
bers who  cannot  otherwise  attend  committee  meet- 
ings. Committee  clerks  may  request  this  supple- 
mental reimbursement  from  the  PYM  Treasurer  for 
their  members  where  appropriate.  The  fund  will 
be  kept  at  no  more  than  $1 ,000  per  year. 

-19  Meeting  approved  asking  Ministry 
and  Oversight  to  study  the  proposal 
made  by  Ferner  Nuhn  that  PYM  become  an  asso- 
ciate member  of  Friends  General  Conference. 

-20  Rose  Lewis,  Clerk  of  the  Joint  North 
Pacific  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s 
Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee,  reports  that  the 
committee  plans  to  publish  a mimeographed  news- 
letter on  Korea  since  there  is  no  longer  such  being 
published  and  the  committee  has  a great  concern 
for  Korean  Friends  and  for  the  repressive  political 
government  presently  in  power  there. 

Friends  are  invited  to  contribute  spe- 
cial gifts  to  the  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  to 
support  the  travel  of  two  Asians  who  plan  to  study 
at  Pendle  Hill  this  year:  Chin  Young  Sang  from 
Korea  and  Sudarshan  Kapur  from  Rasulia,  India. 

The  Committee  is  also  considering  a number  of  per- 
sons to  go  to  Korea. 

-21  Meeting  approved  sending  a letter 
to  Members  of  Congress  and  to 
Presidential  candidates  expressing  our  deep  concern 
over  events  in  Korea  and  urging  them  to  intercede 
to  save  the  lives  of  Kim  Dae  Jung  and  his  co- 
defendants. 

-22  A travel  minute  was  approved  for 
Bob  Vogel  and  Karin  and  Paul 
Hilsdalc,  traveling  to  Russia  in  a concern  to  be  liv- 
ing witnesses  to  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  and 
peace  between  our  countries. 

-23  The  epistle  was  approved. 
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[Editor’s  note:  The  following  report,  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  AFSC  Board  of  Directors  in 
its  June  meeting,  is  the  follow-up  of  the  concerns 
expressed  by  Friends  to  AFSC  in  the  summer  of 
1979.  In  the  January  ’80  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin 
these  concerns  were  addressed  both  by  Friends  and 
by  AFSC. 

Stephen  Cary,  Chairperson,  AFSC,  concludes  in 
bis  cover  letter  which  accompanies  this  report  by 
saying: 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  welling  up  of 
Friends’  concerns  and  the  Board’s 
enactment  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  report  will  signify  a new  depth 
of  commitment  to  the  acting  out  of 
Quaker  beliefs  on  the  part  of  all  who 
have  shared  in  this  process.  Our  faith 
is  in  God.  May  we  all  seek  renewal 
in  the  Light  as  we  proceed.] 

Report  of  Ad  Hoc  Board  Committee 
on  AFSC/Friends  Concerns 

The  Diversity  of  Friends  and  Others 

Virtually  throughout  the  history  of  the  AFSC  there 
have  been  tensions  about  its  purpose  and  its  relation- 
ship to  individual  Friends,  formal  Friends  groups, 
and  the  totality  we  experience  as  a Religious  Society. 
The  persons  who  created  and  supported  the  Service 
Committee  over  the  years  have  represented  a diver- 
sity of  motivations  and  theological  perspectives. 

John  Woolman’s  encompassing  formulation  on 
diversity  has  been  significant  for  many  persons  asso- 
ciated with  the  AFSC.  He  said,  “There  is  a principle 
which  is  pure,  placed  in  the  human  mind  which  in 
different  places  and  ages  have  had  different  names, 
it  is,  however,  pure  and  proceeds  from  God.  It  is 
deep  and  inward,  confined  to  no  forms  of  religion 
nor  excluded  from  any  where  the  heart  stands  in 
perfect  sincerity.  To  whosoever  this  takes  root  and 
grows,  of  what  nations  so  ever,  they  become  breth- 
ren in  the  best  sense  of  the  expression.” 

Many  Friends  express  their  inspiration  and  guiding 
principle  in  terms  of  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  see  Quaker  service  more  explicitly  as  an  effort 
to  fulfill  the  teachings  of  the  Gospels  and  to  be  faith- 
ful to  the  Living  Christ. 

From  its  start  the  AFSC  has  seen  itself  as  attempt- 
ing to  put  into  practice  the  Quaker  principles  which 
flow  from  the  Source,  however  expressed  in  differ- 
ing ways.  It  has  consistently  reached  out  beyond  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  seeking  to  respond  to 
“that  of  God,”  as  George  Fox  put  it,  in  all,  and  has 


sought  to  find  the  ways  and  the  words  which  will 
speak  to  the  condition  of  people  of  different  religions, 
nations  and  cultures. 

In  recent  years  the  comments  and  questions  from 
some  segments  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
have  grown  in  number  and  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  AFSC  has  been  carefully  considering  the  many 
comments  they  have  received.  After  a searching  and 
reflective  process,  we  unite  in  offering  the  following 
as  a foundation  to  strengthen  and  facilitate  the  con- 
tinuing relationship  of  AFSC  and  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends. 

A Reaffirmation 

We  begin  with  a reaffirmation  of  our  commitment 
to  the  central  beliefs  of  Friends.  The  abiding  tenet 
remains  that  of  the  Inner  Light  or  the  Light  of  Christ, 
a belief  in  the  direct  working  of  God  in  the  soul  of 
the  individual.  We  hold  as  unwavering  convictions 
that  each  human  life  is  sacred,  that  each  person  is  a 
child  of  God  and  that  love  expressed  through  action 
which  confronts  injustice  and  violence  can  overcome 
and  diminish  hatred,  prejudice  and  fear.  Our  struggle 
with  injustice  moves  us  closer  to  realizing  the  King- 
dom of  God.  Our  religious  beliefs  require  that  we 
actively  engage  in  this  process.  We  are  called  to  re- 
spond to  the  presence  of  God  in  all  of  the  human 
family  by  removing  the  barriers  that  separate  us. 

The  AFSC  and  The  Religious  Society  of  Friends 

The  AFSC  is  one  of  the  many  Quaker  institutions 
called  upon  to  put  these  beliefs  into  action.  The 
unique  focus  of  the  Service  Committee  is  to  act  upon 
suffering  created  by  human  actions.  But  we  cannot 
examine  the  AFSC  without  also  examining  the  Socie- 
ty of  Friends.  While  Friends  are  united  by  our  cen- 
tral beliefs  as  one  Quaker  community,  the  Society 
recognizes  that  it  is  not  monolithic  with  one  vision 
of  the  truth  and  how  that  truth  should  be  expressed. 
The  problem  is  not  the  diversity,  but  how  Friends 
react  to  the  diversity.  In  the  past,  major  schisms 
arose  because  of  the  differing  perceptions  of  the 
truth  and  the  feelings  of  certainty  of  the  correctness 
of  these  perceptions.  Many  Meetings  continue  to  be 
divided;  some  individuals  feel  unable  to  continue 
their  membership  because  of  unresolved  conflicts. 
Conflicts  of  the  sort  that  can  be  dealt  with  openly 
are  sometimes  expressed  by  Friends  in  outwardly 
polite  letters,  meetings  and  conversations  that  mask 
the  suppressed  conflict.  Critical  analysis  is  essential 
and  vital  to  the  health  of  individuals  and  institutions. 

It  becomes  very  difficult  for  criticism  to  produce  an 
openness  to  new  insights  if  there  is  not  a recognition 
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of  the  validity  of  the  truth  being  expressed  by  the 
other  person.  The  question  we  Friends  in  and  out 
of  AFSC  need  to  continually  ask  ourselves  is:  “Do 
we  believe  the  Light  is  present  in  the  other  person 
or  persons?”  This  principle  of  communicating  with 
each  other  at  the  divine  center  of  our  being  must  be 
our  guide  as  we  search  for  truth  and  light.  When  as 
Friends  relating  to  the  AFSC  we  find  ourselves  on  a 
particular  side  of  a given  issue,  may  we  try  to  respond 
by  committing  ourselves  to  a fuller  recognition  of 
the  presence  of  the  Light  in  others:  Friends  and  non- 
Friends,  staff  and  volunteers,  and,  in  our  outreach, 
the  oppressors  and  the  oppressed.  The  strength  of 
our  beliefs,  which  often  leads  to  diversity,  is  one  of 
the  Society’s  greatest  resources. 

The  vitality  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  its  agen- 
cies will  grow  only  as  we  all  seek  to  strengthen  our 
commitment.  Monthly  Meetings  have  a crucial  role. 
They  nurture  and  inspire  many  of  the  insights  that 
flow  into  the  Service  Committee.  They  carry  heavy 
responsibility  for  bringing  the  Quaker  witness  to  the 
local  communities.  But  many  Friends  are  concerned 
about  diminished  vitality  and  leadership  within  the 
Society  of  Friends.  We  believe  that  many  of  the  pro- 
blems that  beset  the  AFSC  are  manifestations  of  the 
underlying  problems  shared  by  the  Society  of  Friends. 
They  cannot  be  corrected  by  focusing  exclusive  at- 
tention on  the  AFSC  and  not  also  going  to  the  heart 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  Monthly  Meetings.  As 
Monthly  Meetings  experience  the  active  presence  of 
the  Light  they  will  assist  Quarterly  Meetings,  Yearly 
Meetings  and  all  Friends’  institutions  including  the 
AFSC  to  become  realized  expressions  of  a gathered 
people,  obedient  to  the  Light.  The  loss  of  young 
people  within  the  Monthly  Meetings  is  an  example 
of  a problem  that  does  not  originate  within  the 
AFSC  but  impacts  on  it.  Work  with  AFSC  may  help 
some  young  Friends  to  stay  involved  with  the  Society 
but  the  larger  answer  lies  outside  AFSC. 

The  Religious  Society  of  Friends  is  one  body  with 
many  members.  As  one  member  of  that  body,  the 
AFSC  accepts  responsibility  for  engaging  in  a continu- 
ing process  of  reexamination  of  its  methods,  policies, 
and  renewal  of  its  witness  for  truth.  We  live  in  a com- 
plex, interdependent,  technological  world  that  has 
the  potentiality  of  becoming  a world  community  of 
peace,  freedom  and  justice  or  of  being  socially  or 
physically  destroyed.  One  of  the  difficulties  of 
this  complex  society  is  that  we  are  dealing  not  only 
with  personal  injustice  but  institutionalized  injustice. 
An  effective  Quaker  witness  must  be  directed  to 
both  institutions  and  individuals.  The  words  of  John 


Donne,  “No  man  is  an  island  entire  of  itself’  expresses 
our  sense  of  connection  with  the  world  family.  We  as 
Americans  bear  special  responsibility  toward  world 
unity,  peace  and  justice,  as  citizens  of  a nation  whose 
public  and  private  institutions  play  a major  role  in 
shaping  the  destiny  of  persons  throughout  the  world. 

Expanded  Corporation  Role 

One  of  the  dilemmas  created  by  the  involvement 
of  the  AFSC  in  issues  of  great  complexity  is  how 
in  a timely  way  to  reach  and  involve  the  broader 
community  of  Friends.  For  this  necessary  interac- 
tion to  take  place,  we  feel  that  it  is  imperative  that 
AFSC  Corporation  members  play  an  enlarged  role. 

We  look  to  the  Corporation  for  advice  and  guidance 
and  to  hold  high  the  Quaker  vision.  We  are  appoint- 
ing a task  force  to  recommend  specific  steps  to 
broaden  the  involvement  of  AFSC  Corporation  mem- 
bers. The  task  force  would  be  particularly  concerned 
about  developing  methods  for  interaction  between 
Monthly  and  Yearly  Meetings  and  the  Service  Com- 
mittee. 

AFSC  and  FCNL 

Friends  suggested  that  the  AFSC  consider  a decision- 
making structure  similar  to  that  of  FCNL.  We  believe 
that  there  is  great  dissimilarity  in  the  roles  of  the  two 
organizations  requiring  different  procedures.  FCNL 
addresses  issues  that  have  reached  the  legislative  stage 
which  comes  after  a number  of  years  of  gestation. 
During  that  time  the  Meetings  have  become  familiar 
with  the  issues  and  positions  indicated.  The  AFSC 
is  often  called  upon  to  address  issues  that  are  newly 
arising  or  are  at  a critical  or  volatile  stage  in  their 
progression.  These  issues  occur  in  neighborhoods, 
nations  and  far  places  in  the  world.  The  AFSC  is 
constantly  asked  to  act  or  speak,  both  in  relation  to 
government  (including  legislative)  actions,  and  to 
events,  crises  and  developments  which  are  not  focussed 
in  a particular  legislative  forum.  Decisions  must  be 
made  by  the  Board  of  Directors  with  advice  from  com- 
mittees which  have  had  the  opportunity  to  make 
themselves  familiar  with  the  underlying  problem. 

We  believe  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  AFSC  must 
accept  the  responsibility  to  respond  to  an  ever- 
changing  world  and  pressing  human  need. 

Greater  Communication 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee’s  finan- 
cial resources  are  limited  and  grow  more  so  as  infla- 
tion rises.  We  are  hopeful  for  expanded  communica- 
tion and  involvement  of  the  Society,  but  we  recognize 
the  priorities  and  the  limitations  we  face.  We  will 
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increase  our  efforts  at  communication  and  involve- 
ment as  the  way  opens,  financially  and  otherwise. 

We  emphasize  that  a significant  level  of  communica- 
tion exists  already  between  AFSC  and  Friends.  We 
seek  to  report  to  many  Yearly  and  Monthly  Meetings. 
Our  regional  offices  maintain  continuing  contact 
with  many  Meetings.  We  seek  to  report  frequently 
in  the  pages  of  Quaker  periodicals.  Many  AFSC 
speakers  are  heard  by  Friends  Meetings.  A seasoned 
AFSC  Friend  hopes  soon  to  begin  an  extended  visita- 
tion schedule  to  Friends  Meetings.  A skilled  Quaker 
volunteer  has  instituted  a program  of  communica- 
tions and  projects  with  Friends  schools.  We  have 
consulted  Friends  Meetings  on  several  new  program 
proposals  we  desired  to  undertake.  We  constantly 
seek  Friends  able  to  take  committee  and  staff  roles 
in  AFSC. 

In  addition  to  an  expanded  role  for  the  Corpora- 
tion, we  feel  the  need  to  call  on  our  deepest  sense 
of  trust  in  each  other  and  the  Light  moving  and 
directing  our  lives.  An  enhanced  AFSC  Corporation 
will  not  be  able  to  reach  all  members  of  the  highly 
decentralized  Religious  Society  of  Friends  with  a 
thorough  discussion  of  every  issue.  We  accept  the 
responsibility  of  the  AFSC  to  work  diligently  in 
other  ways  to  provide  information  to  Friends  on  its 
policies  and  practices  and  to  nourish  the  basis  for 
trust  in  one  another. 

Quaker  Youth 

The  concern  that  appeared  most  frequently  in  the 
letters  solicited  by  Louis  Schneider  in  response  to 
the  Richmond  concerns  was  related  to  the  lack  of 
action  or  leadership  roles  for  youth  in  the  AFSC. 
Reenforcing  this  concern  is  the  fact  that  in  many 
Friends  Meetings  there  is  limited  involvement  of  jun- 
ior and  senior  high  school  students  and  fewer  young 
Friends  appear  interested  in  making  a commitment 
to  the  Society  of  Friends.  This  is  particularly 
troubling  when  we  consider  the  number  of  schools 
under  the  care  of  Friends  and  the  potential  resources 
that  could  be  available  for  our  youth.  We  believe 
that  the  Society  of  Friends  must  give  high  priority 
to  addressing  the  issue  of  the  unmet  needs  of  our 
young  people  and  that  a representative  group  should 
be  convened,  perhaps  by  a joint  effort  of  FUM  and 
FGC  and  YFNA  to  study  the  situation  and  make 
recommendations.  We  would  expect  the  AFSC  to 
be  an  integral  part  of  that  effort,  an  effort  that 
should  be  comprehensive,  connected  rather  than 
fragmented,  and  continued  over  a long  enough  per- 
iod of  time  to  change  practices  and  to  achieve  results. 


Such  a process  would  require  a financial  commitment 
from  Friends  bodies  but  even  more  necessary  is  the 
personal  commitment  of  individual  Friends.  What 
our  young  people  may  need  most  is  for  us  to  give 
them  more  time  from  our  busy  lives  and  a sense  of 
community  within  their  local  Meetings,  which  in- 
cludes opportunities  for  meaningful  involvement  in 
the  internal  life  of  the  Meeting  and  Meeting  Outreach. 

In  1977  a committee  was  asked  to  recommend  the 
direction  the  AFSC  should  take  to  increase  the  involve- 
ment of  youth.  In  addition  to  the  assignments  cur- 
rently being  performed  by  youth,  the  AFSC  decided 
in  the  fall  of  1979  to  use  for  youth  services  signifi- 
cant funds  from  a large,  recently  contributed  legacy, 
to  create  service  possibilities  for  youth.  We  further 
recommend  that  young  people  be  appointed  by 
Yearly  Meetings  to  serve  as  Corporation  members, 
especially  since  the  Corporation  may  be  given  an 
expanded  role.  Their  appointment  would  provide 
a natural  opportunity  for  involvement  in  issues  and 
activities  flowing  between  Meetings  and  the  Service 
Committee. 

The  Role,  Training  and  Support  of  Staff 

Another  concern  for  some  Friends  is  the  role  of 
staff  within  the  Service  Committee.  We  believe  we 
have  a special  responsibility  for  those  people  whom 
we  employ.  It  is  a high  calling  to  nurture  the  growth 
of  people  who  are  contributing  their  lives  and  talents 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  programs  being  carried  out 
by  the  Service  Committee.  Many  members  have  come 
to  the  Society  of  Friends  through  their  involvement 
with  the  AFSC.  There  is  mutual  growth  as  we  pro- 
vide training,  guidance,  and  support,  but  nurtured 
most  of  all  by  trust  and  belief  in  openness  to  the 
Light.  We  are  particularly  sensitive  to  distinctions 
made  between  Friends  and  nonFriends  on  staff. 

Our  attitude  toward  all  staff  is  expressed  in  the  mes- 
sage of  John  Woolman  quoted  above.  If  we  deny 
the  Light  is  as  pure  in  nonFriends  as  Friends,  we 
believe  we  are  negating  a central  tenet  of  our  reli- 
gion. We  believe  that  staff  hired  must  be  both  com- 
mitted to  the  testimonies  of  Friends  and  qualified 
to  perform  their  assignments;  that  is  the  key  factor, 
not  their  religious  affiliation  or  personal  characteris- 
tics. Comments  concerning  the  hiring  of  an  increas- 
ing number  of  female,  gay,  or  Third  World  staff 
have  been  notable.  The  statements  have  implied  that 
we  have  hired  less  qualified  people  because  they  are 
female,  gay,  or  Third  World.  Instead,  we  have  inten- 
sified the  recruiting  process  to  provide  a broader 
range  of  qualified  candidates.  It  is  not  a new  phe- 
nomenon if  staff  have  not  always  been  able  to  fulfill 
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their  assignments  equally  successfully.  We  have  found 
that  the  inability  to  perform  is  no  greater  or  less  in 
any  grouping  of  staff. 

We  have  begun  to  increase  the  training  provided  for 
staff  and  this  will  include  offering  even  greater  know- 
ledge about  the  beliefs  and  practices  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  The  nature  of  our  Quaker  faith 
and  decision  making  processes  require  that  we  forego 
some  of  the  distinctions  that  exist  between  Board 
and  staff  in  other  voluntary  organizations.  We  recog- 
nize our  differing  roles,  with  the  Board  responsible 
for  policy  and  staff  for  implementation,  but  believe 
we  must  heed  the  Light  from  whatever  source.  Board 
and  staff  carry  a responsibility  to  deal  openly  and 
lovingly  with  one  another  when  there  is  conflict  or 
disagreement.  The  validity  of  Quaker  truth  is  not 
an  exclusive  property  of  our  membership.  Quakers 
should  be  encouraged  to  examine  the  barriers  that 
have  resulted  in  minorities  not  becoming  members 
of  our  religious  society  and  what  steps  we  should 
take  to  make  it  more  inclusive.  The  role  of  Third 
World  staff  would  then  be  seen  within  the  context 
of  a pluralistic  Society  of  Friends. 

Nonviolence 

We  hold  unwaveringly  to  a belief  in  nonviolence 
and  while  we  reject  violent  responses  to  injustice, 
we  do  not  reject  the  people  who  may  use  violence. 

We  must  always  separate  rejection  of  the  person  from 
rejection  of  the  injustice.  Our  rejection  of  violence, 
whether  caused  by  institutions  or  individuals,  brings 
with  it  a special  responsibility  to  work  for  the  elimi- 
nation of  suffering  and  injustice.  To  do  otherwise 
raises  the  peril  of  possessing  a hollow  faith,  silent  in 
the  midst  of  human  need. 

Shared  Responsibilities 

We  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  that  the  concerns 
expressed  by  Friends  have  caused  us  to  consider 
with  the  utmost  seriousness  the  mistakes  that  we  of 
AFSC  have  made  corporately  or  individually.  Ours 
is  an  adventure  of  faith,  as  is  that  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  We  are  not  free  of  fallibility.  In 
our  seeking  answers  in  a context  that  includes  but  is 
broader  than  AFSC  we  do  not  seek  to  shift  any  respon- 
sibility to  others  that  is  rightly  ours.  We  have  much 
to  do.  The  Religious  Society  from  which  we  draw 
so  much  has  also  much  to  do.  We  pray  that  we  will 
strengthen  each  other  as  we  seek  to  do  God’s  will 
as  we  understand  it. 

Societies  grow  when  challenged  and  we  welcome 
the  opportunity  to  be  open  to  new  understandings 
about  the  role  of  the  Service  Committee.  Openness 


is  a continual  awareness  of  the  unfolding  work  of 
the  universe.  We  offer  this  statement  as  a response 
to  the  many  Friends  who  have  shared  their  percep- 
tions with  the  Service  Committee  with  the  recogni- 
tion that  our  work  has  just  begun  and  is  part  of  our 
continued  seeking  of  truth.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
patience  and  support  we  have  received  and  our  sense 
of  unity  with  each  member  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  AFSC/Friends 

Concerns 

Lois  Forrest  (Philadelphia  Y.M.) 

Honey  Knopp  (New  York  Y.M.) 

John  Michener  (Baltimore  Y.M.) 

George  Rubin  (New  York  Y.M.) 

6/26/80 

Speaking  Tour  on  South  Africa 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Northern 
California  Regional  Office  and  South  African  Mili- 
tary Refugee  Aid  Fund  (SAMRAF)  are  co-sponsoring 
a speaking  tour  about  the  current  situation  in  Southern 
Africa,  with  a special  emphasis  on  U.S.  foreign  and 
domestic  policies.  Featured  in  the  tour  will  be  a 
woman  representative  of  the  South  West  Africa  Peo- 
ples Organization  (SWAPO),  the  liberation  organiza- 
tion in  Namibia,  and  a white  South  African  war  re- 
sister who  refused  to  fight  for  aparthied.  The  unique 
composition  of  the  tour  insures  that  it  will  be  of  in- 
terest to  a wide  variety  of  audiences.  The  purpose 
is  to  learn  more  about  the  conflicts  of  Southern 
Africa  in  light  of  issues  that  concern  us  here  in  the 
U.S.:  racial  problems  and  their  implications,  the 
draft,  nuclear  energy  and  weapons,  and  the  policies 
of  our  government  and  multinational  corporations. 

The  tour  will  be  in  the  Northern  California  region 
from  Nov.  4 through  Nov.  26.  If  you  are  interested 
in  planning  an  event  with  the  tour  or  would  like  to 
know  more  about  it,  please  contact  Mimi  Petri tz, 
AFSC,  2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121, 

(415)  752-7766. 


AFSC  Fund  Raiser  Position  Open 

The  San  Francisco  Office  of  the  AFSC  is  seek- 
ing candidates  for  the  job  of  Associate  Fund 
Raiser.  Full  time  work:  $13, 000-16, 000/yr  , 
fringe  benefits.  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer.  Application  deadline 
October  17,  1980.  Apply  to:  Bob  Eaton, 
AFSC,  2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
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Summary  of  Action  Minutes 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 

The  sixth  annual  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
met  at  Ghost  Ranch,  Abiquiu,  New  Mexico,  on  June 
13-15,  1980.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the 
action  minutes  recorded  in  their  sessions: 

1980-1  The  Meeting  approved  the  acceptance 
of  Logan,  Utah,  Meeting  as  a mem- 
ber meeting  of  Intermountain  Yearly. 

-2  The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Watching  Committee, 
to  consider  drafting  and  presenting  an  epistle,  as 
follows:  Martha  Barrett  from  Colorado  as  convenor, 
Mary  Lou  Coppock  from  Arizona,  Jane  Foraker- 
Thompson  from  New  Mexico,  and  Annette  Marcus, 
representing  Young  Friends. 

-3  Gilbert  White,  Clerk,  reported  that, 
as  requested,  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee has  nominated  a representative  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  as  a member  of  the  AFSC  Corporation, 
Frances  McAllister,  who  will  serve  for  a three-year 
term. 

-4  The  Meeting  approved  the  sending 
of  copies  of  the  “Suggestions  for  Of- 
ficers and  Business”  of  1MYM,  after  editorial  changes, 
to  all  monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups. 

-5  The  Meeting  also  approved  the  sug- 
gestion that  discussion  of  the  “Sug- 
gestions” and  its  use  in  the  intervening  year  will  be 
on  the  agenda  for  the  1981  IMYM. 

-6  Tony  Umile,  clerk  of  Continuing 
Committee,  reported  for  that  Com- 
mittee the  appointment  of  a committee  of  the  fol- 
lowing Friends  to  explore  the  appropriateness  of 
Ghost  Ranch  as  a site  for  IMYM,  in  view  of  the 
overcrowding  experienced  this  year:  Betty  Hoyt 
(Arizona),  Jerry  Germer  (Utah),  Ann  Thron  (Color- 
ado), Joanne  Ford  (New  Mexico),  and  Raji  Thron 
(Young  Friends). 

-7  The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mary  Weber  as  the  next 
IMYM  representative  to  FCNL  from  New  Mexico, 
to  serve  a three  year  term. 

-8  The  Meeting  approved  the  financial 
report,  as  given,  and  apponted  a 
standing  Finance  Committee,  composed  of  a mem- 
ber appointed  by  each  of  the  four  IMYM  regions 
(Arizona,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Utah),  with 
rotating  three-year  terms,  to  maintain  continuity. 


The  IMYM  Clerk  and  Treasurer  will  be  ex-officio 
members,  to  inform  the  Committee’s  process.  The 
Finance  Committee  will  advise  the  treasurer  and  the 
Yearly  Meeting  on  matters  of  the  budget  and  means 
of  handling  its  funds  (including  the  disposition  of 
the  reserve  amount),  and  consider  the  financial  as- 
pects of  the  relationship  between  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing as  a whole  and  its  several  regions. 

-9  The  Meeting  approved  the  projected 
1981  budget  as  submitted  by  the 

Treasurer. 

-10  The  Meeting  approved  the  Trea- 
surer’s suggestion  that  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  assessment  he  send  a reminder  to 
meetings  about  the  Heberto  Sein  Fund  and  the  op- 
portunity to  contribute  to  it. 

-1 1 The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Alison  Marcus  as  represent- 
ative of  IMYM  to  the  YFNA  conference  July  27- 
August  2,  1980,  at  John  Woolman  School,  Nevada 
City,  California,  which  has  as  its  topic,  “Seeking 
the  Spirit  Across  Cultural  Boundaries.” 

-12  The  Meeting  approved  the  issuance 
of  a reaffirmation  of  the  1979  state- 
ment on  conscription,  and  directed  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing officers  to  see  that  it  is  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, the  media,  and  other  appropriate  forums,  as 
well  as  to  all  local  meetings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

-13  The  Meeting  approved  a statement 
that  regional  and  local  meetings  are 
urged  to  marshall  all  resources  available,  and  take 
all  steps  necessary  in  view  of  the  previous  discussion, 
to  support  young  people  within  and  outside  the 
Meeting  to  become  informed,  develop  their  posi- 
tions, and  take  actions  consistent  with  the  Light 
and  conscience. 

-14  The  Meeting  approved  a minute  that 
the  complete  FWCC  report  was  re- 
ceived and  is  available,  and  urged  meetings  to  con- 
sider the  FWCC  minutes  they  received  last  year. 

-15  The  Meeting  approved  the  recogni- 
tion that  Ted  Church  returned  his 
traveling  minute,  endorsed  by  the  clerk  of  Strichley 
Meeting  in  Birmingham,  England,  the  principal  of 
Woodbrooke,  the  chairman  of  the  FWCC,  the  clerk 
of  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  and  the  clerk  of 
New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting. 

-16  The  Meeting  approved  the  anticipa- 
ted appointment  of  the  FWCC  repre- 
sentative from  Utah  being  delegated  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 
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Young  Friends,  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Ghost  Ranch 


-17  The  Meeting  approved  the  nomina- 
tion of  Ted  Church  as  FWCC  repre- 
sentative from  New  Mexico  for  a three-year  term 
beginning  in  1981 , with  Bill  Myer  as  alternate  from 
New  Mexico.  Ted  Church  will  be  convenor  of  the 
FWCC  representative  group  beginning  in  1981 . 

-18  The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Bill  Charland  of  Colorado 
as  FWCC  representative,  in  the  position  formerly 
held  by  Domingo  Ricart,  for  a three-year  term  which 
began  in  January,  1980. 

-19  The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Chris  Louden  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  Site  Committee,  in  place  of  Ann  Thron. 

-20  Rob  Schultz  reported  for  Young 
Friends  that  Becky  Oliphant  was 
nominated  as  clerk  of  Young  Friends  for  the  com- 
ing term.  Young  Friends  appointed  Sarah  McCamant 
from  Colorado,  and  Kevin  Hassett  from  New  Mexico 
as  regional  representatives. 

-21  The  Meeting  approved  the  appoint- 
ment of  Becky  Oliphant  as  Clerk  of 
Young  Friends  for  a two-year  term. 

-22  The  Meeting  approved  the  delegation 
of  the  responsibility  for  administra- 
tion of  the  Heberto  Sein  Fund  to  the  Albuquerque 


(New  Mexico)  Monthly  Meeting  for  the  next  two 
years. 


-23  The  Meeting  approved  a minute  of 
appreciation  for  Utah  Friends  who 
have  carried  the  responsibility  for  the  bookstore  at 
this  Yearly  Meeting. 

-24  Friends  approved  the  appointment 

of  Josephine  Coats  and  Norma  Price 
to  the  Committee  for  Selection  of  the  Guest  Re- 
source Speaker  for  1981  Yearly  Meeting. 

-25  The  Meeting  approved  the  authoriza- 

tion of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
appoint  representatives  to  the  Brinton  Memorial 
Visit  Committee. 


-26  Friends  approved  the  authorization 

of  the  Executive  Committee  to  (1) 
find  a qualified  person  to  serve  the  Yearly  Meeting 
as  Coordinator  for  the  draft  counselling  and  related 
outreach  and  support  activities  of  local  meetings, 
and  (2)  provide  funds  for  this  activity,  as  needed  and 
appropriate  in  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  with  the  general  guideline  of  $1000. 

-27  The  Meeting  approved  the  Epistle 

formulated  by  the  Watching  Com- 
mittee and  presented  by  Martha  Barrett,  convenor. 
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All  in  a Day’s  Work 

David  M.  Washburn,  Bellingham  Worship  Group 

Recently,  I found  myself  in  front  of  tne  Federal 
Building  in  Bellingham,  Washington,  passing  out  lit- 
erature and  talking  with  young  men  about  either 
not  registering  for  the  draft,  or  registering  as  con- 
scientious objectors  so  they  might  enter  the  medi- 
cal corp  or  chaplaincy.  Among  the  many  hecklers, 
a heavy-set  man  in  his  late  50’s,  in  a plaid  shirt  and 
levis,  grumbled  towards  me  “Get  a job!”  He  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head.  I am  unemployed,  and  have  been 
so  for  the  past  seven  years.  At  40  this  is  less  than  a 
desirable  position  to  be  in.  It  hurt,  and  I wished 
he  would  have  given  me  an  opportunity  to  explain 
myself  to  him/Him. 

Did  he/He  know  I was  a former  employee  with 
the  military -industrial  complex?  A volunteer  induc- 
tee into  the  National  Guard  of  Alaska  at  age  15? 

The  son  of  a father  who  refused  military  service  in 
WWII  through  suicide?  The  step-son  of  a G.I.  who 
landed  in  Japan  on  the  first  plane  following  the 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki?  The  son  of 
a mother  who  still  believed  “there  is  that  of  God  in 
Everyone?”  That  my  unemployment  was  the  result 
of  a religious  experience  which  gave  me  a tenderness 
too  deep  to  share  with  those  in  the  normal  work 
force,  so  that  I had  turned  towards  a new  career  in 
helping  the  terminally  ill?  Did  he  know  what  a Hos- 
pice worker  was?  A Conscientious  Objector?  A 
Friend?  Did  he/He  know  how  embarrassed  my  fam- 
ily and  in-laws  were  with  their  prodigal  son’s  unem- 
ployment? Did  he/He  know  I hurt  too;  and  yet, 
was  attempting  to  carry  my  own  cross? 

Then  there  were  the  Catholic  women  who  came 
around  the  noon  hour  with  their  pickets  and  peti- 
tions declaring  “Women  Against  The  Draft!”  I 
sensed  the  issue  was  too  polarized,  so  I volunteered 
to  help  with  the  petitions  by  holding  a clipboard 
for  people  to  sign.  (“.  . .There  is  neither  Greek  nor 
Jew,  male  nor  female,  in  Christ.  . .”)  People  who 
did  not  sign  the  women’s  petition  would  come  to 


me.  I told  them  “women”  included  clergy,  medics, 
mothers  and  children,  and  men  either  too  young  or 
too  old  to  go  to  war.  They  signed.  The  following 
week  the  pickets  read:  “Women  Against  The  Draft 
of  men  and  womenV ’ (The  latter  being  a footnote 
to  the  original  signs,  added  in  finer  print  than  most 
could  see.) 

Or  then  there  was  the  Elderly  Woman  who  irately 
chastised  the  Catholics  and  me  with  her  “Have  you 
read  the  first  chapter  of  Numbers?  You  should  be 
ashamed  of  yourselves!”  Apparently,  her/Her 
children’s  sacrifices  were  resting  heavily  on  her  soul. 

I went  home  and  read  the  Bible,  as  recommended. 

I also  read  Deuteronomy  20  and  Ephesians  6.  I 
hoped  she/She  would  return,  but  she/She  didn’t. 

The  closing  day  we  held  a Silent  Vigil  between 
4:00  and  5:00  PM  at  the  Post  Office  Building.  The 
Federal  Building’s  post  office  annex  was  left  “un- 
guarded” in  the  warm  sunlight.  Several  people  ac- 
cepted material  from  us  in  silence.  A few  tried  to 
talk  quietly  with  their  f/Friends  standing  in  line, 
but  soon  walked  on.  All  in  all,  perhaps  there  were 
thirty  of  us.  Not  much,  until  you  recount  Abraham’s 
pleading  with  the  Ix>rd  over  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  . . 


Letter 

Dear  Editor: 

Three  or  four  years  ago  at  PYM,  discussions  were 
held  regarding  possible  methods  to  raise  the  funds 
necessary  for  PYM  operations.  Misgivings  were  ex- 
pressed about  the  “head  count”  method  of  dues 
assessment  which  still  is  the  way  things  are  done. 
And  I still  feel  uneasy  about  it. 

Monthly  Meetings  seem  to  be  capable  of  operating 
in  the  faith  that  necessary  funds  will  materialize.  I 
know  that  faith  needs  an  occasional  reminder  but 
the  system  works  — those  who  can  contribute  do 
and  those  who  can’t,  don’t,  and  work  goes  on. 

PYM  could  operate  in  the  same  manner.  Merely 
inform  each  Monthly  Meeting  what  the  budget  re- 
quirements are,  with  a quarterly  update  on  the  state 
of  the  treasury,  trusting  Meetings  to  do  their  share, 
or  more. 

It  would  be  good  to  give  faith  a chance,  even  at 
PYM  level. 

Walter  Klein 

8420  Apt.  E Via  Mallorca 

La  Jolla,  CA  92037 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


OCTOBER,  1980  - PAGE  39 


Social  Order  Beckons 


Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gave  enthusiastic  support 
last  August  to  the  concept  of  holding  a conference 
this  Fall  at  Ben  Lomond  on  the  Friendly  Social  Or- 
der. This  is  your  invitation  to  that  Conference, 
which  will  be  held  Friday  evening  through  Sunday 
noon,  October  31 -November  2,  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  PYM  Social  Order  Committee. 

We  project  a working  Conference,  largely  of  PYM 
Friends  and  attenders,  but  we  wish  to  extend  our 
invitation  on  this  most  important  subject  to  Friends 
of  North  Pacific  and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meet- 
ings. We  are  compelled  by  Friends’  beliefs  to  work 
for  a Friendly  Social  Order.  It  is  time  we  work  on 
the  Vision  and  its  implementation. 

We  have  decided  against  importing  famous  name 
speakers  to  give  us  their  extended  solutions  on  the 
social  order.  The  Order  that  Friends  will  evolve 
must  grow  organically  from  among  ourselves,  in 
working  meetings  dedicated  to  this  purpose.  We 
hope  you  will  agree  and,  if  you  have  a contribution, 
participate. 

This  Conference  will  begin  with  informal  contri- 
butions from  attenders  Friday  evening,  directed  to 
some  examination  of  Friendly  principles.  It  will 
proceed  into  six  assigned  small  group  working  ses- 
sions Saturday  morning,  as  follows: 


Group 

Friendly  Economics 
Government,  Politics 
& Law 

Education  & Com- 
munication 
Health  Care 
Use  of  Resources 
Interpersonal 
Relationships 


Clerk 

Robert  Schutz 

Ronald  Steelman 

Jack  Hunter 
Margaret  Sorrel 
Paul  Niebanck 

Jane  Peers 


Following  a work  and  play  time  Saturday  afternoon 
during  which  suggestions  for  further  small  sessions 
will  be  heard  by  the  Committee,  we  will  gather  again 
in  groups  of  our  choice  to  discuss  the  subjects  elicited 
from  the  group.  The  first  plenary  session  Saturday 
evening  will  consist  of  recorders’  reports  and  discus- 
sion of  these  small  group  sessions.  Plenary  will  be 
followed  by  games. 

After  worship  early  Sunday,  we  will  convene  a 
panel  of  the  group  clerks  directed  at  how  Friends 
can  live  in  an  unFriendly  world  and  move  toward 
making  a Friendly  Social  Order. 

We  hope  to  see  you  there.  Get  a form  from  your 


Clerk  or  send  your  $25  deposit  directly  to  Myrtle 
Haworth,  Registrar,  2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94121. 

PYM  Social  Order  Committee 
Ronald  Steelman,  Clerk 
Robert  Schutz,  Ghost 


Vital  Statistics 

Marriages 

Lenne  Holden  and  Larry  Musarra,  under  the  care 
of  Tacoma  Meeting,  at  University  Meetinghouse, 

May  24. 

Lynn  Skinner  and  Hilda  MacFarland,  under  care 
of  La  Jolla  Meeting,  August  23,  1980. 

Elizabeth  Roberts  and  Jim  Erickson,  under  the 
care  of  University  Meeting,  August  30. 

Births 

Leif  Benjamin  O.  Meyer,  born  August  13,  to  Evan 
Meyer  and  Gay  L^ee  Gulbrandson,  Berkeley  Meeting. 

Gullielma  Fager,  July  8,  1980,  to  Mary  Lou  and 
Chuck  Fager,  reported  by  Marin  Meeting. 

Death 

Vernon  Reynolds,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  died  August 
24,  1980.  A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  in  The  Red- 
wood Circle  at  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  on 
Sunday,  August  31  at  3:00  p.m. 
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Memorial  Minutes 


John  Elliott  Magraw 

John  Elliott  Magraw,  known  more  widely  as  Jack, 
who  died  in  a car  accident  in  British  Columbia  on 
June  7,  1980,  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
September  16,  1917,  the  eldest  of  four  brothers. 

After  graduation  from  the  University  of  Minnesota 
in  1939,  he  bicycled  through  Europe,  returning 
home  just  as  World  War  II  was  declared.  Jack  was 
an  active  pacifist  in  the  Twin  Cities  area,  even  \vhile 
working  in  the  Minnesota  Civil  Service  Department, 
until  he  registered  as  a conscientious  objector  and 
was  assigned  to  a C.P.S.  camp  in  Ohio.  He  later 
joined  with  five  other  C.O.’s  in  leaving  the  camp  to 
protest  conscriptees  being  maintained  by  the 
churches  while  doing  government  work.  He  was 
sentenced  to  five  years,  and  served  two  years  in  the 
federal  prison  at  Milan,  Michigan,  before  being  pa- 
roled to  work  for  AFSC  in  Philadelphia. 

On  June  15,  1946,  he  married  Elizabeth  Ann 
Markhus  in  a ceremony  after  the  manner  of  Friends 
in  Fairmount  Park  in  Philadelphia.  In  1947  they 
moved  to  Washington  State  to  settle  near  other  paci- 
fist families  in  the  Puget  Sound  area.  They  joined 
University  Friends  Meeting  in  Seattle  in  1948. 

After  some  searching  for  a rural  setting  in  which 
to  live  in  community  with  others  interested  in  peace- 
making, they  settled  on  Waldron  Island  in  northern 
Puget  Sound.  Jack  directed  an  AFSC  international 
camp  on  Orcas  Island  for  two  years  and  continued 
to  take  an  active  part  in  social  concerns  in  the  Uni- 
versity Meeting  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Seattle  Draft  Counseling  Center.  He  managed 
to  combine  a career  as  a traveling  salesman  with 
that  of  a part-time  farmer,  maintaining  a flock  of 
sheep,  large  garden  and  orchard  with  help  from 
Lizanne  and  their  five  daughters.  That  he  had  been 
able  to  lead  a fulfilling  and  creative  life  in  both  worlds 
was  attested  to  by  many  who  attended  the  memorial 
service  for  Jack  held  June  15,  1980,  at  University 
Friends  Meeting,  Seattle. 

Jack  is  survived  by  his  wife  Lizanne  and  daughters  — 
Alison,  Kristi,  Linnea,  Melanie,  and  Martha  — and 
two  grandchildren,  Aaron  and  Katrina. 
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Frances  Woodson 

Frances  Woodson  died  on  June  8,  1980,  after  many 
months  of  illness.  Once  a member  of  Orange  Grove 
Meeting  and  later  Pacific  Ackworth,  Frances  served 
Friends  in  many  ways  as  a staff  member  of  the  AFSC 
both  in  Philadelphia  and  Pasadena.  She  also  worked 
at  Pendle  Hill  and  for  years  was  the  Secretariat  at 
PYM.  After  a brief  career  as  a professional  dancer, 
she  had  a long  career  as  a medical  scretary  and  trans- 
criber. She  gave  herself  unstintingly  helping  others 
as  shown  in  her  dedication  to  preparing  the  manu- 
script for  Dorothy  Phillips’  book  The  Choice  Is 
Always  Ours.  She  pursued  ardently  contacts  to 
deepen  and  enlighten  her  inner  journey,  studying 
with  Fritz  Kunkel,  Gerald  Heard,  Alan  Watts, 
Krishnamurti,  Alan  Hunter,  and  Joel  Goldsmith, 
among  others.  After  her  retirement  about  10  years 
ago  her  health  deteriorated.  But  her  inner  search 
remained  constant.  Her  courage  and  faith  held  her 
in  the  struggle.  Her  triumph  came  as  she  was  con- 
sciously aware  at  the  end  of  the  peace  she  had  so 
longed  for. 


